1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Read the article Hope for “Comatose” Patients and answer the following questions.

a. The article mentioned that the news media does not do a good job of accurately portraying victims of traumatic brain injury, particularly those who don’t die, but lie in a state of impaired consciousness.  What did you learn from the article that more accurately reflects the variability of patients labeled as “comatose”?
  
b. What was one thing in the article that really got your attention?  Explain.
 
c. What evidence did you find in the article that the brains of people who are in a minimally conscious state might be different from those who are normal or those in a persistent vegetative state?  For example, instead of coming to the conclusion that more areas of the brain are inactive for the individual with PVS, what other explanations could be given for the difference between PVS and MCS?


2. Read the article Uncovering awareness: Medical and ethical challenges in diagnosing and treating the minimally conscious state and answer the following questions.

a. How can brain imaging technologies assist professionals in determining if a person in a minimally conscious state could respond to a command? 

b. What recommendations do the authors have for treating the minimally conscious patient?
 
